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Cathy’s Report 
 
Dear friends in the spirit of Mary, 
 
Welcome to 2026! 
This is the first newsletter 
from Marist Way Australia 
for 2026. We hope your 
year has begun well and 
continues to do so. 
In January the Marist Way 
Australia committee 
gathered to farewell 
Maria Baden, certainly 
not from living the Marist Way which has 
defined Maria’s life for decades, but from her 
generous work and leadership of the 
committee from its origins. This was a very 
significant occasion as Maria was the 
inspiration behind our formation in the early 
2000s. Of course, prior to that, Maria was 
immersed in Marist life through her Cerdon 
connections – as a student and teacher – and 
through her close relationships with several 
lay and religious Marists. The Marist Way is in 
Maria’s DNA. 
 
Thank you Maria for being our inspiration and 
we look forward to seeing you at Marist 
events! 
 
We now welcome Gail McCann to the 
committee. Welcome and thank you Gail! 
Together, we anticipate a nourishing and 
fulfilling year exploring ways to deepen and 
celebrate the Marist Way in our lives. 

 
Reflection on Lent 
In 1988 at the Catholic Theological Union in 
Hunters Hill, I was very fortunate to 
participate in a course, The Saving Death 
of Jesus, given by US priest, Fr Bill Frazier. 
The course transformed my understanding of 
death itself, and the death of Jesus in 
particular. Fr Bill’s insights were quite novel, 
even confronting at times. He argued that 
Christians who have not had the feeling that 
they should flee the cross/the crucified Christ, 
have not radically understood it/him. 
 
A few insights I gleaned from Fr Bill: 
We have a natural resistance to death which 
leads us to resistance in the way we deal 
with the death of Jesus.  
 
Throughout history, we have tended to 
take off the ‘rough edges’ from the 
cross. For example, we only focus on the 
Resurrection, not seeing any saving meaning 
in the cross in and for itself OR we 
understand Jesus’ death as the consequence 
of the saving action, not the saving action 
itself. This does not do justice to Jesus’ 
death. It’s important to distinguish between 
the killing of Jesus, at the hands of his 
opponents, and therefore not under his 
control, and the dying of Jesus, which was 
under his control.  
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Such thinking is not necessarily false, but it 
does not do full justice to the cross; it 
places something else in the centre, 
rather than death. 
 
Fr Bill argued that when we take off the 
rough edges of the cross of Christ, we do the 
same to the cross in our lives.  
 
As an alternate view, he says we should 
see the cross as Incarnational, an 
interpretation of the cross which keeps death 
at the centre. In these terms, the incarnation 
IS the saving event, not a prerequisite for the 
saving event. 
 
The saving event is Jesus taking on our 
humanity fully, taking on death and 
transforming it to life.  
 
What does this mean for us? When you 
live life radically to its death, you are 
transformed, Death gives life. This is the 
paschal mystery. 
 
There is an organic bond between life and 
death. At the heart of life is death. At the 
heart of death is life. 
 
We see this echoed in our experience, for 
example: 
 
-in love, through self-giving 
-in freedom: 

• Freedom is the capacity to decide.  
• In making decisions, we narrow down 

our life. We choose.  
• If we are not willing to die to other 

alternatives, we are not going to live 
at all, or we live superficially. 

• Freedom is at the heart of humanity; 
death is at the heart of humanity. 

Fourviere celebration 2026 
 
We are celebrating the origins of the Marist 
Family on Sunday, July 26. The Promise 
of Fourviere made by twelve young 

Frenchmen in 1816 will be celebrated at the 
Holy Name of Mary Parish Hunters Hill with 
Mass, morning tea, a concert and picnic. 
More details to come. Save the date! 
 
Marist Way Retreat 
Marist Way Australia invites you to participate 
in a retreat to be held at The Hermitage 
Retreat Centre in Mittagong from Friday 
evening, November 6 to Sunday lunch 
November 8. The cost is approximately $450, 
inclusive of all meals and accommodation. 
We are in the process of organising details 
and want to give you plenty of notice 
regarding the location, dates and 
approximate costs. Please email me if you are 
interested, cathylarkin1960@gmail.com  
 
Finally…… 
As we draw near to Easter, let us be mindful 
of Mary’s companionship, knowing she 
accompanied Jesus from before he was born 
to his death on the cross. 
 
May this Easter season bring new life, grace, 
and blessing to you, your families and 
communities. 
 
Cathy Larkin 

National Convener  

St Patrick’s Church Hill 

Marist Way 

Congratulations to the St Patrick’s Marist Way 
Core Committee that have formed to nurture 
the Marist Spirit at St Patrick’s Church Hill 
after the Marist Father’s departure at the end 
of 2025 concluding 157 years of dedicated 
service to the people of the city. 

The Committee meets monthly to discern a 
speaker and process for the 4th Sunday of 
the month when all parishioners and visitors 
are welcome to join at St Pat’s Crypt, beside 
the courtyard next to the church from 10am 
to 11am. 



 

 3 

On 22 March, Andrew Dumas presented Mary 
through the lens of the Marist Brother’s using 
newly developed artworks of Mary 
commissioned by the Brothers in 2017.  The 
group gathered were invited to look at these 
beautifully painted panels (below) and share 
in small groups what they noticed.  

 

The month prior in February, Andrew led the 
group gathered to ponder artworks and 
scripture passages centred on Mary. This 
provoked conversation and reflection on 
Mary’s life and on our lives today.  Again, 
those gathered in small groups enjoyed an 
opportunity to explore Andrew’s presentation. 

Insights shared between those 
gathered over the past two months has 

provided 
opportunity 
to expand 
our own 
thoughts 
which can 
richly nurture 
our spiritual 
life.  We 
thank 
Andrew 
Dumas for his 
efforts, time 
and uplifting 
presentation. 

 

St Patrick’s Church Hill Marist Way 
welcomes all to come and join 
reflections on how we are invited to live 
the spirit of Mary in our world today. 
Our next gathering is on Sunday April 
26 in the Crypt at 10am.  I look forward 
to seeing you there for a cuppa and 
conversation. Contact 0417682822 for 
further information.                 

Margaret Woods 

 

Marian Lecture - May 

All Marist Association Members, friends, 
family, colleagues and others are warmly 
invited to attend this year's Lecture on 
TUESDAY 12 MAY, 6.00PM AEST, live online 
or in person at Southern Cross Catholic 
College, Burwood, Sydney. Our guest 
presenter this year is Rev Dr Sarah 
Bachelard, theologian, author and leader in 
contemplative practice, who will invite us to 
reflect on how grace shapes our seeing, 
relating and responding to the world. The 
evening will be facilitated by Geraldine 
Doogue AO. 

 

For more information…. 

https://events.humanitix.com/2026-marian-lecture  
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Go the Green 

Well! …..Anyone walking past St Patrick’s Church Hill on Wednesday 1 7 
March would have been hard-pressed to miss the delicious smell of an 
Aussie BBQ wafting from the Courtyard next to the church. 

The newly appointed Parish Priest Fr Lewi 
Barakat and Assistant Priests: Fr Matthew 
Lukaszewicz Fr Anthony Mifsud, Fr Anderson 
Gallego Rodas, hosted a free BBQ and Coffee to celebrate the Feast of St 
Patrick. 

After the 8am, 10.30am and 12 noon masses the 
parishioners gathered for a delicious BBQ in the 

courtyard.  

The Coffee Shop was open to keep free coffee and cake flowing. The Barista was 
fabulous!! Great coffee. Thank you! 
        
The smiles of welcome to strangers and the gathering of those that travelled 
many miles to join in created a great sense of community and loving presence in 

the heart of the city. 
 
We are very proud of the contribution made by 
the St Pat’s Marist Way Core Committee members who worked 
alongside many others within the parish to make the day a great 
celebration to St Patrick. We look forward to an even greater day next 
year!  

HAPPY ST PARTICKS DAY TO ALL
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Pilgrimage to the Marist 
Heartland - September 

This special tour has been developed by the 
Marist Association, in conjunction with 
Harvest Journeys. All Association Members 
and other Marist friends are welcome to join 
this tour, to visit and experience key sites 
that are so formative to the Marist story, 
since the Fourvière Pledge in 1816.  

In September, the journey begins in Rome, 
where pilgrims gather in the heart of the 
Catholic world. Over several days they 
experience the spiritual and historical 
richness of the Eternal City: joining the 
General Audience in St Peter’s Square, 
praying in the Basilica at the tombs of Popes 
and Saints, and exploring the Vatican 
Museums and Sistine Chapel. The visit to the 

Marist General Houses deepens the group’s 
understanding of Marist leadership, mission, 
and spirituality before the journey shifts to 
France. 

 

In Lyon, the group ascends Fourvière Hill, the 
birthplace of the Marist promise, and travels 
to nearby Cerdon, where the early Marist 
Sisters discerned their mission. Following a 
visit to, and Mass at, La Neyliere, spiritual 
home of the Marist Fathers and resting place 
of Fr Jean-Claude Colin SM, the pilgrimage 
then settles at The Hermitage, the spiritual 
home of St Marcellin Champagnat and the 

Marist Brothers. From this base, pilgrims 
explore foundational Marist sites such as La 
Valla, Maisonnettes, Le Rosey, Marlhes, Le 
Bessat, and La Chaperie—places where the 
Marist charism first took root. 

The journey culminates in Le Puy en Velay, 
one of France’s oldest Marian shrines and the 
traditional starting point of the Camino de 
Santiago. Here, pilgrims visit the Cathedral of 
Notre Dame du Puy and the revered Black 
Madonna, recalling the moment of inspiration 
that sparked the Marist project. Returning to 
Lyon, the pilgrimage concludes with time for 
reflection before departure. 

 

 

Order the book 

Rekindling the Christian Flame 

By Lay Marist Andrew Dumas 

 

https://andrewjohndumas.com/  

 


